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Chart 2.4. Baseline survey results.
Individual action.
Advocacy interests

Climate change is a transversal axis as many
variables, such as discrimination and pollution, have
deep effects.

Periodical publications about the changes in
biodiversity and the climate in the last 30

years in our country so that people can see
that what is going on is real.
Spain, 25-34 yo, unemployed




All the survey respondents have advocacy
interests, stating participation or interest in
campaigns concerning Chart 2.4. themes. Climate
change is a transversal axis as many variables,
such as discrimination and pollution, have deep
effects.

In fact, Climate change is the topic that joins more
consensus among the survey participants. Again,
this can also be the consequence of the sampling
method, as the project partners are focal points in
this sector and, as such, communicate with people
alike.

After this topic, Discrimination of any type (racial,
gender, etc.) is the main topic of choice with 1132
answers. Pollution is the second topic with 1121,
identical to Access to education. As these topics
are deeply connected, it is quite relevant to map
these interests and relate them with youth
engagement.

These findings are consistent with Kaiser and Byrka
(2011) and Kadic-Maglajlic et al. (2019) research,
distinguishing two symbiotic types in sustainable
consumption: pro-environmental and pro-social
engagement.

Yet, children and young people have been excluded
from decision-making processes in all parts of the
world. A paradigm shift is occurring, as society is
starting to recognise them as social actors and
citizens. The importance of hearing their voices
individually and collectively is to be felt within policy
and practice, local governance, and education
systems (O'Kane, 2003).

There are probably enough campaigns or
campaign ideas that are currently under
consideration or something that would
prevent me from repeating them. It is
important that these campaigns exist and

that there are people involved because they
want a better and healthier future (I guess) or
they have a discourse that might suggest
something positive.

Romania, under 18, student
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Perceptions

about climate change




According to Handoyo et al. (2019), environmental
awareness results from a combination of
motivation, knowledge and skills. Knowledge refers
to the information that shapes attitudes and beliefs,
leading to the desired action.

When requested to evaluate a list of statements
about climate change as true or false, we found that
most participants correctly recognise them as true.
Comparing such findings with the European Youth
Eurobarometer (2017) allows us to conclude that
the data is coherent.

@true @false @dontknow

Base: All respondents (N= 2946)

Chart 3.71. Baseline survey results.
Perceptions about Climate Change.

Statements concerning
climate change. Average



According to the Eurobarometer, we can outline three
ideas for the future of Europe that are central for
young people:

« The promotion of critical thinking and the ability to
search for information to combat fake news and
extremism;

- Easy access to information for young people who
want to move and work abroad to encourage youth
employment;

+ Promoting behaviour change through environmen-
tally friendly projects such as sustainable transport
or recycling systems across Europe.

The survey participants recognise the impact of
climate change in all aspects of global life. However,
as described in other research, they are also quite
optimistic, as 92% believe that “We can slow and
limit climate change by changing habits, production
and transportation models.”

Besides the perception based on climate change
phenomena, it is also very important to assess how
everyone understands its impact on their lives.

Make a list of important readings for people
to be aware of the latest insights from
experts in climate change. Or summarise the
latest literature on a web page. Encourage
people to engage in open debate about what
it means for our community

Ireland, 35 yo or older, intern

Giving political clout to the parties that
include environmental action in their
programs.

Spain, 25-34 yo, unemployed

Intersections between social justice and
climate change. Climate change impacts
social injustices. Climate change impacts
racial injustice. Climate change impacts
gender equality, etc.

Ireland, 35 yo or older, volunteer

The EU should not allow imports that are not

produced in a climate-neutral way!
Germany, 35 yo or older, pensioner

Through the example of important
governments, nations, and institutions,

showing that it is possible to change!
Portugal, 25-34 yo, student

Air pollution is seen — in the global sample — as the
factor with the highest impact on everybody's lives.
This phenomenon is closely followed by Rising
temperatures (89%), Forest fires (87%) and Drought
(87%).

It is important to outline that all the phenomena
described are highly impactful in people's local
lives, as at least 50% of the respondents
acknowledge.

The same trends are maintained when bringing the
discussion to a national level. However, Forest fires,
Floods and Soil degradation are seen as highly
impactful.

When bringing the discussion to a global level, the
vast majority of the survey participants recognise
the major impact of all the phenomena described in
the chart.

The next step is to discuss the perception of whom
is best equipped to fight climate change.
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Chart 3.2.1. Baseline survey results.
Perceptions about climate change.

Climate change impact
in your own life
and the people closest to you

Chart 3.2.2. Baseline survey results.
Perceptions about climate change.

Climate change impact in your
country

Chart 3.2.3. Baseline survey results.
Perceptions about climate change.

Global climate change impact
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Policy
awareness
and action




Since policy awareness is crucial for social
advocacy to exist, we investigated participants'
knowledge at this policymaking level. To some
extent, each participant's level of knowledge may
limit or enhance their potential as a young activist
with individual advocacy priorities and action
capabilities.

The survey participants believe in having policy
awareness, with a vast majority stating that they
know global policies or activities to reduce climate
change. Almost 90% of the German participants
say that they are informed, in contrast with
Romanian participants with 55% of positive
answers.

Governments, instead of individuals, should
introduce effective regulations. During the
covid emergency, we saw how individual
choices do not significantly affect climate
change indices.

Italy, 25-34 yo, employed

Base: All respondents (N= 2637)

Chart 4.1. Baseline survey results.
Policy Awareness and Action.

Participants' knowledge about
global policies or initiatives
to reduce climate change
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43%
NO

Base: All respondents (N= 2637)
Chart 4.2. Baseline survey results.
Policy Awareness and Action.

Participants' knowledge about
environmental policies
in your country

The survey participants are mostly aware of
global policies regarding climate change.

Governments, instead of individuals, should
introduce effective regulations. During the
covid emergency, we saw how individual

choices do not significantly affect climate
change indices.
Italy, 25-34 yo, employed

Such level of awareness decreases when the
question is framed at a national level.

In my opinion, waste separation must be
mandatory in all public institutions,
especially schools, universities, train stations
etc. Educational institutions, in particular,
should set a good example.

Germany, 25-34 yo, student and part-time
employed

In the Netherlands, we do not make enough
use of energy storage on batteries. We could
reduce gas usage much faster if we would
store the surpluses of sun and wind energy
and use them at times there's less sun or
wind. Additionally, the Netherlands should
take action in its CO2 pricing policy, just like
Sweden or the UK, and stop placing blame on
other countries in the world who are running
behind.

The Netherlands, 25-34 yo, employed

It is possibly one consequence of the focus on
children and younger people of the UN Sustainable
Development Goals campaign, fully recognised in
the official statement of 2015:

"The future of humanity and of our planet lies in
our hands. It also lies in the hands of today's
younger generation who will pass the torch to
future generations. We have mapped the road to
sustainable development; it will be for all of us to
ensure that the journey is successful and its
gains irreversible.

| have found, through showing my students
the impact climate change and pollution is
having on the world for them to see with their

own eyes, really helps. Also, raising more
awareness on who the main culprits of
pollution/environmental damage help too!
Ireland, 25-34 yo, full-time employed




The survey participants seem to link expertise and
capacity to fight climate change, as they identify
the environmental organisations and international
and European institutions as best equipped for
that particular task.

On the other hand, individuals, families and
businesses are the least prepared to tackle
climate change. Local authorities are also seen as
more or less equipped. Given the previous
assertion that it is possible to fight climate change
through change in habits and social models, this
acknowledgement may be understood as an
opportunity for action.

Business and industries

33%
36%

European
Institutions

v
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rganisations
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Individuals
and families

Country's
government

65%

Environmental
organisations

44%
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More or less equipped ‘ Best equipped .

Base: All respondents (N=2892)

Chart 4.3. Baseline survey results.
Policy Awareness and Action.

Who is best equipped

for fighting climate change
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7 Through education
and school curricula

54%
Large-scale
campaigns

More scientific
information
sources

e

c
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Streét adtidns such as strikes
and Fridays for Future

31%

Base: All respondents (N= 2899)

Chart 4.4. Baseline survey results.
Policy Awareness and Action.
What would motivate people

to act on climate change
Multiple answers possible

As the problem with access to water is hard to
imagine in Poland, since most people do have
such access, it's worth raising awareness with
humour to make people catch on. E.g., “Instead of
a soak in your bathtub, a shared shower: you'll
save water and strengthen your relationship". Or

signs on trees: "Save me, give me some potato
water (no salt, please!)". It must be funny. Or a
drawing with an iceberg and a caption: "If ice
could speak..." and in a speech bubble: "Please
ban the production of plastic packaging".
Something like that.

Poland, 35 yo or older, employed full-time

According to the UN's Youth Advisory Group on
Climate Change Outcome Report (AAVV, 2020),
investments in green jobs are prioritised on the youth
agenda, as climate anxiety is currently intertwined
with uncertainty about the future of jobs, and these
can be enhancers of both sustainability and
competitiveness credentials of their countries.

Most survey participants believe that Education and
scholar curricula could motivate people to become
more active about climate change, 54% believe that
large-scale campaigns could be effective and 43%
highlight the need for scientific information sources to
provide more information. In a more punitive manner,
more than 61% believe that this change in behavioural
patterns could be triggered by an increase in fines and
other penalties.

I will not specify anything else;

| am just providing my point of view.

This is not a generalising statement, but | tend to
believe that the level of education opens people's
minds. If they don't think about the Planet,

at least they should think about their close ones
and the future generations.

Unfortunately, it is human nature to ask oneself,
"what's in it for me?" But losing what you already
have, isn't that motivation enough?

Romania, under 18, student




Also, to enhance population mobilisation and
action, participants were requested to state how
local authorities can support sustainability
campaigns and other related initiatives by
youngsters. The most referred measures relate to
financial support and resources (such as
facilities), the need to engage this group in
community-based funded projects and special
youth committees. Importantly, less than 10% of
the participants believe that youngsters are not
interested in any support.

In the global sample, the most significant learning
can be seen in rejecting the preconception that
young people are not interested in the local
authorities' support. The balance between the
different activities underlines the participants'
interests in this support.

Photo contest about climate change and its
impact on our daily lives (not droughts in
Africa or melting poles). If you don't show
floods, desertification... More than a
campaign, | think it would be key to raise
awareness about the importance and the

current situation from the schools and the
street, while proposing guidelines to boost
the improvement and showing the way to the
change. Schools can work on the importance
of changes in our way of life and the
reduction of the use of some materials.
Spain, 18-24 yo, employed

Chart 4.5. Baseline survey results.
Policy Awareness and Action.

How can local authorities support
young people's sustainability
campaigns and other sustainable
activities

Multiple answers possible

Participatory or
community-based
funding projects

Financial
support

Participation in
decision and
policy-making
through special youth
committees

Capacity building
and networking
events

Facilities for
meetings and
activities

Participation in
decision and
policy-making
through general
committees

Young people are not
interested in these
means of support

Base: All respondents (N=2566)



With this in mind, survey respondents were asked
about advocacy suggestions.

All countries, without exception, referred to
the need for effective communication, for
example, the clear, simple and relatable
transmission of information in which anyone,
regardless of their experience, understands it.

The second most mentioned suggestion was the
need for proper schools and adequate
education, meaning  that  besides  having
access  to  information, people need the
ability to grasp such information, with role
models and content adapted to their age. The
school curriculum would be involved again so
that the 4 R's and other care for our planet
activities are inserted in daycare and school
programs to raise awareness of parents and other
adults.

A Portuguese survey participant suggestion
described a pilot project with a high school, with
a super awareness campaign, in which each
month would have a climate change theme (both
causes and consequences). During this month, in
addition  to information (e.g., drought,
water,  waste,  migrations, clothing...), an
action plan would be shared, giving practice and
inspirational examples. Many survey respondents
also suggest events and activities at the local
level, focusing on a more active approach.
This also involves awareness-raising activities
at school with children and adolescents,
producing some tangible support that they can
take home and share with parents as small daily
actions they can take to avoid wasting water.

An lItalian survey participant proposes a campaign
to improve the full recycling of products,
from production to recycling or reuse and a
campaign to reduce water consumption for
farming.

Germany, the Netherlands and Portugal also
focused on conservation or forest-related themes
for advocacy or campaign. The most
referred themes relate to areas where the
individuals and the households can intervene
directly, such as water, food and waste
management, transportation and sustainable
mobility and the 4 Rs.

More concrete suggestions also emerge, such as
the availability of information at the local and
community level as a differentiating factor: events,
workshops of participatory experiences, etc.
Because unconscious behaviour often comes from
misinformation, other participants focus on the
lack of basic resources (employment, absence of
indispensable goods), which leads us to prioritise
other social concerns.

In Italy, the majority of respondents highlight the
need for promoting youth networks, for example,
funding, calls for proposals, and projects that
enable young people to have the opportunity to
disseminate, in the forms most common and
popular to them, through online or social platforms,
all the material information they have.

In the context of the aforementioned digital era, a
different online awareness campaign is also
suggested by a Portuguese survey participant: "the
water | use for a day" — to create a common
hashtag and perceive other water uses in different
people, contexts, and places. Another participant
proposes to dedicate a national-level day to
planting endemic trees, as Ethiopia does.

Not only are the survey respondents alert to the
responsibility of the corporations, but they also
highlight the global dimension. The need for better
legislation and regulations, for example, by
increasing fines and incentives was also referred
to. Economy is also an essential topic of
discussion.

The relationship  between decisions and
policymakers is also a point to tackle in Romania.
For example: "Sharing a short documentary on
how drinking water gets to your home: | am under
the impression that there is so much ignorance
about the fact that having running water at home
should not be taken for granted".
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IRELAND

Combhairle na nOg:
Youth Councils for Leadership
https.//www.comhairlenanog.ie/

STAND:

Organisation for University
and College Students

to take action on climate
https://stand.ie/

Eco-UNESCO:

Ireland's Environmental Education
and Youth Organisation
https://ecounesco.ie/

SPAIN

Instituto de la Juventud
www.injuve.es

Direccion Xeral de Xuventude,
Participacion e Voluntariado
http://xuventude.xunta.es

Centro de Extension Universitaria
e Divulgacién Ambiental de Galicia
www.ceida.org

ADEGA - Enerxia e cambio climatico
https.//adega.gal/info.php?sec=30&idioma=gl!

Como ahorrar agua en casa

https.//www.ocu.org/alimentacion/agua/consejos/a

horro-de-agua-como-lograrlo

Climate tips (CE)
https://ec.europa.eu/clima/citizens/climate-tips_es

Useful resources

GERMANY

77 climate protection tips

for individuals in the German language
https.//www.nabu.de/umwelt-und-ressourcen/klima
-und-luft/klimawandel/06740.htm!

The Voluntary Ecological Year is a voluntary
service in nature and environmental protection in
Germany.

Young people between 16 and 27 years old can
complete it

https://foej.de/foej-2/

Background information

on climate change

and migration from finep
https://finep.org/finep-macht-projekte/hochschule-
und-globale-nachhaltigkeit/linkliste-klima-und-migra
tion/

Signing petitions that can have an impact on
regional, national or European policies

Participate in local or regional youth (climate)
councils

Youth participation service unit Germany
https://www.servicestelle-jugendbeteiligung.de/

Voting in local, regional, national and European
elections
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PORTUGAL

ROMANIA

http://www.mmediu.ro/articol/tipuri-de-masuri/140
2

https://foodwastecombat.com/wp-content/upload
s/2021/05/Ghidul-anti-risipa-Food-Waste-Combat-
2020-Web.pdf

https://www.lovefoodhatewaste.com/recipes
https./foodstory.ro/eveniment/totul-despre-depozi

tarea-corecta-a-fructelor-si-legumelor-cum-rezista-
si-cat-timp

http.//foodwaste.ro/tips-and-tricks-pentru-produse-
alimentare/

https.//www.youtube.com/watch?v=WpOGmcUH9
Us&list=PL7516851DD70EFF7F&index=406

https.//www.youtube.com/channel/UC6E-wuf8aj2D
D7uAulnzttg/featured

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rLge_CZ0Tvs

Youth Participatory Budgeting Portugal
https.//ipdj.gov.pt/orcamento-participativo-jovem

https.//www.edp.pt/particulares/planeta-zero/artigo
s-dicas-de-sustentabilidade/desperdicio-zero/como-
poupar-e-reutilizar-agua-em-casa/

https./ipdj.gov.pt/70-j%C3%A1

https.//www. wilder.pt/naturalistas/cinco-medidas-q
ue-pode-tomar-em-portugal-para-combater-as-alter
acoes-climaticas/

Climate tips (europa.eu)
https.//jovens.parlamento.pt/Paginas/default.aspx

ITALY

WeWorld Petition on Climate Change
https://climateofchange.info/participate/petition/

Extinction Rebellion Petition

on Citizens Assemblies
https.//extinctionrebellion.it/assemblee-cittadine/
&

https.//www.politicipercaso.it/




SPAIN

Consejo de la Juventud de Espafia
www.cje.org

Alianza por la Juventud
https.//alianzaporlajuventud.es

Parlamento Joven de Navarra
https.//parlamentojoven.com

Evento Europeo de la Juventud
https.//european-youth-event.europarl.europa.
eu/es

Proxecto Rios
https.//proxectorios.org

Pacto das Alcaldias para o Clima e a Enerxia
https.//pactodosalcaldes.gal

Cambio Climatico en Galicia
https.//cambioclimatico.xunta.gal

Contributions of Participatory Budgeting to
Climate Change Adaptation and Mitigation
www.oidp.net/docs/repo/doc792. pdf

IRELAND

National Youth Assembly on Climate
https.//www.gov.ie/en/organisation/departme
nt-of-children-equality-disability-integration-an
d-youth/

Citizen's Assembly Support

the recommendations made by
the Assembly to the Government
on Climate Change
https.//citizensassembly.ie/en/

Public Participation Network,

Environmental Pillar work to address

climate issues at the local level
https.//www.gov.ie/en/organisation-informatio
n/a58b8-community-groups-public-participati
on-networks/

Climate Action Plan, Annex of Actions 2021

file:///C/Users/jen/Downloads/207876_ab5e4
b34-e381-4ee7-acf3-1e59e1alb57d.pdf



ROMANIA

http://mmediu.ro/categorie/strategia-nationala-
privind-schimbarile-climatice-rezumat/171

http://www.mmediu.ro/app/webroot/uploads/fil
es/2015-12-04_Planul_national_de_actiune_201
6-2020%282%29.pdf

http://www.mmediu.ro/articol/riscurile-schimba
rilor-climatice-si-beneficiile-masurilor-de-comba
tere-a-acestora/1404

http://www.mmediu.ro/articol/adaptarea-asc/1
403

http://www.mmediu.ro/articol/tipuri-de-masuri/
1402

http://www.mmediu.ro/categorie/pachet-energi
e-schimbari-climatice/88

https://www.worldbank:org/ro/country/romania
/brief/romania-climate-change-and-low-carbon-
green-growth-program

https://documentsi.worldbank.org/curated/en/
296921468298795648/pdf/955960ROMANIAN
0391419B0A110romanian.pdf

https://www.meteoromania.ro/clima/adaptarea
-la-schimbarile-climatice/

https.//www.climatechangepost.com/romania/

https://www.presidency.ro/ro/media/comunicat
e-de-presa/lansarea-in-dezbatere-publica-a-rapo
rtului-educatia-privind-schimbarile-climatice-si-
mediul-in-scoli-sustenabile-elaborat-de-grupul-d
e-lucru-pe-tema-educatiei-cu-privire-la-schimbar
i-climatice-si-mediu-infiintat-la-nivelul-administr
atiei-prezidentiale

http.//madr.ro/docs/dezvoltare-rurala/rndr/bule
tine-tematice/PT40.pdf

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/ro/policies/fo
od-losses-waste/

http.//dezvoltaredurabila.gov.ro/web/wp-conte
nt/uploads/2020/01/Livrabil_compressed.pdf

https.//green-report.ro/romania-pune-in-aplicar
e-strategia-de-reducere-a-risipei-alimentare-din-
acest-an/

https://www:madr.ro/docs/ind-alimentara/2019
/Legea-217-2016.pdf

http://www.madr.ro/docs/ind-alimentara/risipa
_alimentara/trebuie-sa-spunem-STOP-risipei-de
-alimente.pdf

https.//wwf.ro/ce-facem/educatie/climate-hero
es/

https://greencommunity.ro/
https://alaturidevoi.ro/proiecte/page/2/
https://www.ecovisio.org/ro/cine-suntem
https://terramileniultrei.ro/proiecte/
https.//www.greenpeace.org/romania/
https://wwf.ro/ce-facem/panda-labs/
https://www.atelierefarafrontiere.ro/
https://fondulpentruunviitormaibun.ro/
https://cuapelecurate.ro/

https://maimultverde.ro/
https://recolamp.ro/

https://entr.net/ro/
https://foodwaste.ro/
http.//caleaverde.ro/wp-content/uploads/2016/

11/Ghid-pentru-elaborarea-strategiilor-municipa
le-privind-schimbarile-climatice.pdf

https://www.acquabenecomune.org/chi-siamo
/storia

https.//extinctionrebellion.it/unisciti-a-noi/

https://fridaysforfutureitalia.it/

https://youth4climate.live/




PORTUGAL

Youth Participatory Budgeting Portugal
https.//ipdj.gov.pt/orcamento-participativo-jovem

https.//jovens.parlamento.pt/Paginas/default aspx
https.//ipdj.gov.pt/apoio-e-financiamento-jovem
https://salvaroclima.pt/dia-global-de-acao-clim
atica-25-de-setembro-de-2020/manifesto-dia-g/
obal-de-acao-climatica/
https.//www.facebook.com/climaterealityportugal/
https.//www.climaximo.pt/

https://ipdj.gov.pt/

Acao Climatica

Fundagao Calouste

Gulbenkian

Acao climatica

CASA DO IMPACTO (scml.pt)
ODSlocal

GERMANY

Activist groups
Fridays for Future, Parents for Future,
Scientists for Future.

Only Germany
Extinction Rebellion, Ende Gelande,
RobinWood, German Zero, Transition Town

Environmental NGO’s

Greenpeace, Germany Friends of the Earth
Germany (BUND) and the Nature and
Biodiversity Conservation Union Germany
(NABU)

Join NGOs that engage in water topics,
such as Viva con Agua
https.//www.vivaconagua.org/

Fight climate change by drinking tap water
The German non-profit association a tip: tap
advises organisations, companies or
municipalities on switching from bottled to tap
water
https.//atiptap.org/projekte/wasserwende/

Participate in the movement of Blue
Communities
https.//canadians.org/bluecommunities

Participate in Community Supported
Agriculture
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POLAND

The River Sisters
https://www.facebook.com/Siostry-Rzeki-17727500
46238916

and the Save the Rivers Coalition
https://www. facebook.com/RatujmyRzeki

are a community of women and men activists
who call attention to the social value of clean and
natural rivers.

Members of these groups organize
demonstrations, defend water from degradation,
take the names of Polish rivers and loudly manifest
their independence and wildness.

They demonstrate against building artificial
barriers and regulating or fencing rivers.
Additionally, they educate and conduct workshops
on environmental issues.

RENOWNED POLISH SPECIALISTS

Prof. Szymon Malinowski
Founder and editor of the website
"Nauka o klimacie"
https.//naukaoklimacie.pl/.

One of the most prominent figures in the
Polish discourse on climate change.
An expert and authority in this field.

Marcin Popkiewicz

Co-founder of the website "Nauka o klimacie"
and co-author of the same name book.
Polish science journalist and science
popularizer specializing in climate science
and energy.

Szymon Bujalski

Polish journalist for climate who talks about
the climate crisis, ecology, environmental
protection, and veganism
https://www.facebook.com/SzymonBujalskiD
ziennikarz/.

THE NETHERLANDS

Urgenda reduction target for GHG emissions
achieved in 2020
" WW.

ental Data Compendium
/ ‘en

Klimaatakkoo
WW.,

PBL Netherlands Environmental Assessment
Ag









